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CIVIL AVIATION ADVISORY PUBLICATION 
 

CAAP 4 
LICENSING 

(Revised 1 July 2011) 

 
INFORMATION AND POLICY 

REGARDING GCAA LICENCES AND RATINGS 

 
1. PURPOSE 
 
This Civil Aviation Advisory Publication (CAAP) provides information and GCAA policy 
regarding flight crew and cabin crew licensing. This CAAP also explains the schedule of fees.  
 

2. STATUS OF THIS CAAP 
 
This is revision 6 of CAAP 4, LICENSING and is dated 1 July 2011.  It will remain current until 
withdrawn or superseded.  This revision clarifies the eligibility for pilots to obtain UAE pilot’s 
licenses and additional ratings at UAE GCAA approved Aviation Training Organizations (ATO’s). 
 

3. APPLICABILITY 
 
This CAAP applies to all UAE operators and holders of flight and cabin crew licences. This CAAP 
also applies to applicants, who graduate from an approved UAE civil or military flying school, 
and to holders of a foreign licence seeking reciprocal recognition.  Holders of Air Traffic 
Controller licences should refer to CAR Part VIII and holders of Aircraft Maintenance Engineer 
licences should refer to CAAP 28.  
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5. REFERENCES 
 
The licensing policy in this CAAP was based on reference documentation in existence and 
authorized in Ministry of Communications and DGCA policy letters, as incorporated into the 
GCAA Licensing Department Manual. 
 

6. LICENSE  
 
The licence is made of credit card size PVC plastic and prepared using a specific computer 
software programme.  The holder’s photograph is scanned into the programme.  There is a 
facility to permit renewal and rating addition applications to be processed electronically.  In 
addition the licence includes the Radio Telephone Operator’s licence for flight crew.  It 
remains a requirement to carry a valid Medical Certificate  whenever exercising the privileges 
of the licence.  The licence includes the following features: 
 

(a) Front Side 
 

 Licence type and number 

 Name 

 Date of Birth 

 Nationality 

 Date of Issue 

 Expiry Date 

 GCAA Authority 

 Photograph (scanned) 
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(b) Rear side 

 Ratings (refer to paragraph 9) 

 Remarks (includes waivers and limitations, English Language Proficiency 
(ELP) etc.) 

 Address 

 Holder’s Signature 

 Inclusion of Radio Telephony (R/T) licence for flight crew 
 

7. LICENSING POLICY 
 
The following policy applies only to flight and cabin crew licences processed and controlled by 
the GCAA Licensing Department.  
 
7.1 Regulation. 
 
A person shall not act as a Pilot, Flight Engineer or Cabin Crew member without a valid, 
current and appropriate UAE licence, or, in the case of flight crew members only, a foreign 
licence rendered valid by the GCAA.  Licence holders cannot exercise the privileges of their 
licence if that licence has not been renewed prior to the expiry date or if their applicable 
Medical Certificate is no longer valid. 
 
7.2 Eligibility. 
 
A UAE Commercial Pilots License (CPL) or Airline Transport Pilots License (ATPL) is issued only 
to persons who are employed by an Operator or organization, which operates UAE registered 
aircraft.  The only exception to this is for pilots who conduct an approved course of training at 
an approved UAE Aviation training organization.  Additionally, these individuals may retain 
their currency provided they do not exercise the privileges of the license within the UAE 
without complying with all UAE visa requirements.  Private Pilot Licence privileges can be 
issued without restriction. 
 
7.3 Issue. 
 
A licence shall only be issued when the following conditions are met; 

 
(a) The applicant has successfully passed the appropriate examinations conducted by 

the GCAA or from a recognized Authority/Training Organization acceptable to the 
GCAA. 
 

(b) The applicant meets the UAE aeronautical and/or experience requirements for the 
category of licence. 

 
(c) The applicant meets the minimum and maximum age requirements for the initial 

issue of appropriate licence. These are: 
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        MIN    MAX 
   
  Private Pilot   - 17 years   65 years 
  Commercial Pilot   - 18 years   65 years 
  Multi Crew Pilot   - 18 years   65 years 
  Air Transport Pilot  - 21 years   65 years 
  Flight Engineer   - 18 years   65 years 
  Cabin Crew    - 18 years   65 years 
   

Note: CPL, MPL and ATPL Pilot licences may be renewed to age 65 with 
limitations (refer paragraph 7.11).  Licence applicants are also required 
to meet all other UAE Governmental Laws (e.g. Visa, Medical, etc.). 

 
(d) An applicant for a flight or cabin crew licence has successfully completed the 

required UAE Medical Assessment by a GCAA approved Designated Medical 
Examiner. 
 

(e) The applicant must provide a letter of recommendation from the Operator or 
organization for all licenses (refer paragraph 7.2.). 

 
(f) An applicant for a flight or cabin crew licence has passed a UAE proficiency check to 

the standard of the licence by an approved Flight Instructor, Cabin Crew Instructor, 
Flight Examiner, Type Rating Instructor or GCAA Inspector as appropriate. 

 
(g) The applicant holds an acceptable valid foreign licence, with an appropriate valid 

medical certificate, for which reciprocal recognition applies. 
 

(h) Except for as noted above, all applicants for a GCAA license will hold a resident 
visa/visa or shall be a UAE National.  In all cases, the candidates shall meet all the 
other government formalities. 

 
(i) The initial application must be accompanied by one passport size (minimum of 3.0 x 

3.5 cm) colour photograph with white background. 
 

(j) As of 05th March 2008, applicants shall meet the applicable requirements of CAR-
OPS 1, CAR-OPS 3 and CAR Part II relating to English Language Proficiency. 
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7.4 Renewal. 
 
A licence may be renewed at up to 60 days prior to the expiry date when the following 
conditions are met: 

 
(a) The application (Applicable GCAA Licensing Form), or approved electronic 

equivalent, is completed and authorized by the organization's management or a 
flying school (for non-employed licence holders). 
 

(b) The applicant maintains the appropriate Medical Assessment for the category of 
licence. 

 
(c) The applicant does not exceed the maximum age limitation. 

 
(d) The applicant holds the following experience requirements; 

 
(i) Flight crew  - a current Proficiency Check  

(VFR, instrument, F/E, balloon)  
 

Note: Only pilots of balloons, capable of free flight, require a pilot licence. 
 

(ii) Cabin crew  - a current SEP  
 

(e) Payment of the renewal fee. 
 
7.5 Lapsed. 
 
A flight or cabin crew licence, which has expired for less than 60 days, may be renewed for 8 
years as above.  The validity commences from the day following the expiry date.  For licences, 
which have expired for more than 60 days, validity commences from the date of processing.  
The GCAA may require additional information from the individual and the operator for whom 
they work when applying for the renewal of a lapsed licence. 
 
7.6 Expired. 
 
A United Arab Emirates licence, which has expired for more than 2 years, must be re-issued 
for 8 years with the validity commencing from the date the licence is processed.  To be re-
issued, the applicant must meet the requirements of paragraphs 7.4 & 7.5 and pilots shall 
pass the GCAA Air Law written examination. 
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7.7 Lost/Stolen Licence. 
 
Application for the replacement of a lost or damaged licence should be made to the nearest 
GCAA office using GCAA Licence Form 01, or an approved electronic equivalent together with 
a Police report and a letter of request from the operator concerned.  A replacement licence 
will be issued, which shall appear exactly the same as the original licence, except that the 
validity will be 8 years from the date of processing.  Payment of the appropriate fee is 
required. 
 
7.8 Authority to Fly. 
 
As a necessity to enable crew members to legally return to the UAE as a valid crew member 
having misplaced their licence (or if stolen or destroyed) while on duty, a procedure to ensure 
all training and licensing aspects are current and valid has been established. Upon notification 
from the captain of a crew away from base, or station manager at a destination airport, that a 
member of the crew has lost his/her licence, an authority to act as a crew member returning 
to the UAE may be actioned by the GCAA after checking the licence holder’s file and this 
authority will be faxed to the operator or licence holder.  
 

(a) The appropriate GCAA approved Post-holder shall complete a Temporary Licence 
Authority and send it to the captain or the crew member involved, as well as the 
GCAA. 
 

(b) Should any aspect of licensing, training, medical or recency indicate that said crew 
member has not met all requirements to hold a valid UAE licence, no authorization 
to operate as a required crew member shall be granted. 

 
(c) The affected crew member must have in their personal possession a copy of the 

authorization before departure from the destination airport en route to the UAE. 
 

(d) Upon arrival in the UAE, the authorization is void and shall not be utilised as a valid 
licence to roster that crew member on further flight duties until such time as a 
replacement licence is obtained.  Application for replacement licence shall include 
the submission of GCAA LIC Form 1 completed by the crew member. 

 
7.9 Replacement of Licence. 
 
A replacement licence will be issued for the prescribed fee, for lost licences or any change in 
licence information.  The previous license must be returned to the UAE with the application 
for the new license.  In all cases of licence replacement, the licence will be issued for a period 
of 8 years from the date of processing, provided supporting documentation is in order. 
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7.10 Upgrade of Pilot Licence. 
 
An application for upgrade from an aeroplane or helicopter UAE PPL to CPL or CPL to ATPL can 
be processed in the normal manner described in paragraph 7.3 provided the applicant has 
undergone the applicable UAE written tests.  A graduate, regardless of nationality, who has 
conducted flying training at a GCAA approved flying training facility, is eligible for recognition 
of frozen ATPL subjects.  These graduates may be issued with a UAE ATPL once they meet the 
experience requirements and either obtain a foreign ATPL or successfully pass the GCAA ATPL 
flight test in a simulator or aircraft from an authorised Flight Examiner, Type Rating Examiner 
or a GCAA Inspector.  The upgraded licence will be issued with the same ratings, which 
appeared on the previous licence (except the instrument rating on an ATPL, which is part of 
the licence). The licence number remains the same.  
 
7.11  License Holders Over the Age of 60 
 
The following curtailment of privileges of pilot licence holders aged 60 years or more apply 
with immediate effect: 
 

(a) Age 60-64.  The holder of a pilot licence who has attained the age of 60 years shall not 
act as a pilot of an aircraft engaged in commercial air transport operations except; 

 
(i) As a member of a multi-pilot crew; and 
(ii) Such holder is the only pilot in the flight crew who has attained age 60. 

 
(b) Age 65.  The holder of a pilot licence who has attained the age of 65 years shall not act 

as a pilot of an aircraft engaged in commercial air transport operations.  Unless 
otherwise specified by the Authority, the holder of a pilot licence who has attained the 
age of 65 years shall not act as a pilot of an aircraft engaged in private operations. 

 
7.12 Carriage of Licence. 
 
The holder of a U.A.E licence must carry that licence whenever exercising the privileges of that 
licence.  Pilots and F/Es on UAE domestic operations, and all cabin crew on domestic and 
international operations, may be permitted to utilise a licence copy, or approved system, if 
their licence is in the possession of the GCAA.  The licence must be presented upon request 
from an authorized GCAA Inspector or representative of a foreign authority.  Should a flight or 
cabin crew member lose their licence whilst away from the UAE, the licence holder may 
continue on the flight(s) provided they are in possession of an Authority to Fly issued by the 
GCAA (refer paragraph 7.7 for further information). 
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7.13 Licence Numbering. 
 
All licences are issued in a consecutive numbering system.  Pilots who upgrade their licence 
will retain their number, although those pilots who hold both Aeroplane and Helicopter (or 
Balloon) licences will be issued different licence numbers.  Any licence holder who applies for 
re-issuance of a lapsed or expired licence will retain their original licence number. 
 
7.14 Validity. 
 
A licence will remain valid until UAE midnight of the date stated on the licence or to the expiry 
date of the applicable Medical Assessment, whichever comes first. The maximum period of 
validity for all licences is 8 years from the date of issue. 
 
7.14 Illegal Entries on Licence. 
 
Any person found to have made an illegal entry or intentionally defaced a licence may have 
action taken by the GCAA.  Action could involve a suspension, where the entry was to alter or 
add information to the benefit of the licence holder.  A holder of a falsified licence is subject 
to criminal proceedings. 
 
7.15 Crediting of Flight Time. 
 
Flight time for licence purposes must be obtained in certified aeroplanes or helicopters and 
recreational aircraft flying (micro/ultralight, gyrocopter etc) cannot be credited. In addition, 
the crediting of flight time for co-pilot when applying for ATPL is as follows; 
 

(a) Entitled to be credited in full with all solo, dual instruction and pilot in command flight 
time towards the total flight time required for ATPL and; 

 
(b) When acting as a co-pilot of an aircraft required to be operated with a co-pilot shall be 

entitled to be credited with not more than 50 percent of the co-pilot flight time 
towards the total flight time for the ATPL and; 
 

(c) When acting as a co-pilot performing under the supervision of the pilot in command 
shall be entitled to be credited in full with this flight time towards the total flight time 
required for the ATPL. 

 
7.16 Release of Information. 
 
It is the policy of the GCAA not to release specific information regarding licence holders to the 
general public, although the Director General may authorize the release of personal 
particulars upon written request from appropriate organizations.  Requests for details 
involving a medical examination of a licence holder cannot be released unless under legal 
process or for authorized insurance purposes.  Any other request for medical information 
must be referred to the appropriate Medical Examiner. 
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8. RATINGS AND SPECIAL QUALIFICATION POLICY. 
 
8.1 Aircraft Type Designation. 
 
All group single engine and multi engine aeroplanes, turbo-jet and aeroplanes above 5700 kg, 
helicopters, and GCAA specified aircraft, will be added to a licence in accordance with ICAO 
Doc 8643 and paragraph 9.2. Balloon ratings will comply with paragraph 9.1 (c). 
 
8.2 Co-pilot Type rating. 
 
The type rating for holders of a PPL or CPL is exactly the same for Captain and co-pilot. 
However, for co-pilots holding an ATPL who require a type rating on an aircraft requiring two 
pilots, the type rating shall have “(P2)” written directly after the rating; e.g.: B777(P2). 
 
8.3 Addition of Aircraft Type Rating. 
 
Only those aircraft types on the UAE register may be entered on the licence and the 
application must be accompanied with a valid Pilot or F/E Proficiency Check (or S.E.P for cabin 
crew).  Proficiency checks must be conducted by a GCAA Inspector or an approved UAE 
Examiner. 
 
8.4 Validity. 
 
With the following exceptions, all other ratings remain valid indefinitely, unless revoked.  An 
Instrument Rating remains valid for a period of 12 calendar months and Instructor Ratings are 
valid for 3 years. 
 
8.5 Tests. 
 
Any flight test for the addition of a rating will be conducted in accordance with the GCAA 
Flight test standards on the type of aircraft, simulator or equipment normally operated by the 
candidate. 
 
8.6 Flying with a Restricted Type Rating. 
 
An authority to fly from the GCAA is required to permit UAE licence holders to fly for up to 90 
days, as a crew member of an aircraft without holding the required unrestricted type rating.  
This is a normal situation and is usually required for the training of pilots so that they can 
meet the regulatory requirements for the addition of a new type rating to a licence. 
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8.7 Instrument Rating. 
 
For pilots involved in charter and airline operations, an Instrument PPC must be conducted on 
each aircraft type operated, although this requirement may be varied for similar types such as 
A330/A340, A310/A300 or Bell 212/412. For all other operations the instrument PPC should 
be conducted on the largest aircraft type (by weight) normally operated by the candidate, 
regardless of whether operating in command or as co-pilot. 
 
8.8 CATII/III & ILS Qualifications. 

A CAT II/CAT III qualification is issued only after a pilot has completed the GCAA approved 
training course and passed a PPC, which includes All Weather Operation simulator exercises, 
conducted by a Type Rating Examiner or GCAA Inspector. 

8.9 Instructor Rating. 

All applicants for a UAE Instructor Rating must hold a minimum of a UAE CPL and meet the 
requirements set forth in UAE CAAP 26, Instructors.  Foreign licence holders, who hold a valid 
current instructor rating from an ICAO contracting state, must meet the above listed 
requirements in order for the GCAA to consider the addition of a Flight Instructor rating to 
their UAE CPL/ATPL Licence.  In addition an applicant will be required to complete a written 
test and successfully pass a flight test with an approved GCAA Flight Examiner or GCAA 
Inspector. 
 
8.10 ETOPS Qualification. 
 
This qualification refers to extended range twin engine operations over water or over 
isolated land areas, and is only available after the pilot has completed the approved course 
on an aircraft, which is ETOPS, certified. This qualification shall be reflected in the operators’ 
initial and revalidation certificate. 
 
8.11 Command Upgrade. 
 
A “(P2)” rating on a license can be deleted once the holder meets the requirements and 
passes all required tests to hold a command rating on a specific aircraft. 
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9. RATINGS 
 
9.1 General. 
 
The following ratings, in addition to specific aircraft type ratings as described in ICAO Doc 
8643, can be included on a UAE licence; 
 

(a) Pilot Licence – Aeroplane 
(i) Aircraft type  
(ii) Instrument 
(iii) Flight Instructor 

 
(b) Pilot Licence – Helicopter 

(i) Aircraft type  
(ii) Instrument 
(iii) Flight Instructor 

 
(c) Pilot Licence – Balloons 

(i) Hot Air  
(ii) Gas Filled  
(iii) Pressurized 
(iv) Combination Gas/Hot Air  
(v) Balloon group rating with an envelope capacity: 

i. Group A - not exceeding 3000 cubic metres (105,600 cubic feet) 
volume. 

ii. Group B - exceeding 3000 cubic metres (316,800 cubic feet) but not 
exceeding 9000 cubic metres. 

iii. Group C - exceeding 9000 cubic metres 
(d) Flight Engineer and Flight Cabin Attendant Licence 

(i) Aircraft type 
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9.2 Aircraft Class & Type Ratings. 
 
9.2.1 Class Ratings. 
 
The following applies to pilots only. 
 

 S/E LAND 

 S/E SEA 

 M/E LAND 

 M/E SEA 
 
9.2.2 Type Ratings. 
 
The following applies to flight and cabin crew.  The following type ratings apply to all models 
of aeroplanes and helicopters currently on the EASA register.  Aircraft currently on the GCAA 
register are included in this list.  The holder of an ATPL who holds commercial (co-pilot) 
privileges on a particular aircraft type will have “(P2)” placed after the aircraft type rating. 
 

1. Class Rating – Single pilot - Single/multi- engine piston aeroplane (land/sea) 
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2. Class Rating – Single pilot - Single-engine turboprop aeroplane (land) 

 

 
 

 
 

3. Type Rating – Single pilot - Single-engine 
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4. Type Rating – Single pilot - Multi-engine turboprop (land) 
 

 

 
 

5. Type Rating – Single pilot - Multi-engine turboprop (sea) 
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6. Type Rating – Single pilot - Multi-engine turbo-jet (land) 

 

 

 
 

7. Type Rating – Multi Pilot 
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Type Rating – Multi Pilot (Continued) 
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Type Rating – Multi Pilot (Continued) 
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Type Rating – Multi Pilot (Continued) 
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Type Rating – Multi Pilot (Continued) 
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8. Type Rating – Helicopter 
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Type Rating – Helicopter (Continued) 
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Type Rating – Helicopter (Continued) 
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Type Rating – Helicopter (Continued) 
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Type Rating – Helicopter (Continued) 
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Type Rating – Helicopter (Continued) 
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Type Rating – Helicopter (Continued) 
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9.3 Additional Ratings. 
 
The following section outlines the additional ratings that may be seen on a UAE licence. 
 
9.3.1 Instrument Rating. 
 
 INSTRUMENT 
 
9.3.2 Instructor Rating. 
 

(i) INSTRUCTOR – FI(A) & FI(H) 
(ii) INSTRUMENT RATING INSTRUCTOR – IRI(A) & IRI(H) 
(iii) TYPE RATING INSTRUCTOR – TRI(A) & TRI(H) 
(iv) CLASS RATING INSTRUCTOR – CRI(A) 
(v) SYNTHETIC FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR – SFI(A) & SFI(H) 
(vi) SYNTHETIC TRAINING INSTRUCTOR – STI(A) & STI(H) 
(vii) MULTI CREW CO-OPERATION INSTRUCTOR – MCCI(A) 

 
10. RECIPROCAL RECOGNITION 
 
10.1 Eligibility. 
 
The holder of a foreign licence may be granted reciprocal recognition of that licence provided: 
 

(a) The foreign country is an ICAO Contracting State, and 
 

(b) The applicant meets the requirements of paragraphs 7.3 (a) – (j) (In the case of 
validations a pilot must possess at least a work authorization for the period of the 
validation), and 

 
(c) The licence is current and valid and the medical certificate is also current and valid, 

and 
 

(d) The applicant passes the required written examination, and 
 

(e) Only one foreign licence is used as the basis for recognition, and 
 

(f) Meet the requirements of CAR-OPS 1, CAR-OPS 3 and CAR Part II relating to English 
Language Proficiency. 

 
 Note: Except for graduates from a GCAA approved training facility, a foreign pilot 

licence will only be recognized on one occasion for the granting of a UAE pilot 
licence unless the applicant successfully passes the UAE written examinations 
(refer to paragraph 7.10) 
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10.2 Rendering a Foreign Licence Valid (Validations). 
 
To permit a foreign licence holder to exercise the privileges of their licence in the UAE without 
holding a UAE licence, a foreign licence can be validated by the issuance of a letter of 
validation.  The maximum validity is 90 days, and may be further extended under extenuating 
circumstances.  Organizations requiring a validation for longer than 90 days should apply for a 
UAE licence.  It is the responsibility of the operator and foreign licence holder to ensure the 
licence, medical, proficiency and recency requirements remain valid.  This validation will 
automatically be cancelled when either of these requirements are no longer met, or if the 
individual fails to meet the requirements of any other UAE required process (e.g. issuance of 
work visa, or if the holder fails the Air Law written examination). 
 
The organization requesting for rendering of a foreign licence valid shall be required to ensure 
that the foreign licence holder appears for the Air Law Exam before applying for a validation 
certificate.  The organization shall further ensure that the pilot is rated and current on the 
specific aircraft type for which the validation is being sought.  Also, the operator shall provide 
the Ground Technical/Type rating/Transition/Differences Certificate and Skill Test report 
(aircraft or simulator as applicable). 
 
A request for a validation of a foreign commercial licence will only be accepted upon written 
application from an aircraft operator.  An application for validation shall meet the 
requirements of paragraph 10.2 of this document and shall include the original valid licence, a 
valid medical certificate, and original log book or a copy of all pages individually certified by 
the foreign regulatory authority.  The licence must include the rating for the aircraft which the 
pilot, or F/E, will fly.  If the pilot is required to fly as sole pilot in command, the pilot must hold 
a PPC acceptable to the GCAA. 
 
10.3 Verification of foreign licences & medicals. 
 
To convert a foreign licence to an UAE Licence as per ICAO Annex 1 paragraph 1.2.2.2, the 
GCAA shall have the verification from the Contracting State confirming the validity of the 
licence and medical certificate issued by that State including confirmation of any 
accidents/incidents. 
 
10.4  Radiotelephony Operators Licence. 
 
A Radiotelephony Operators Licence, if separate to the licence, may be recognized if issued by 
a signatory of the International Telecommunications Union.  
 
10.5  Level of Licence.  
 
Reciprocal recognition will apply only to the level of licence held. 
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10.6 Foreign Examination Credits. 
 
Applicants who have passed foreign written examinations, but were not issued with the 
applicable foreign licence, will not be given any exemption from UAE requirements.  An 
applicant for reciprocal recognition must hold valid and current licence. 
 
10.7  Ratings. 
 
Reciprocal recognition of a foreign licence only extends to the type of licence and aircraft type 
ratings that currently appear on the U.A.E Register and for which a valid UAE proficiency check 
is submitted. Foreign instrument ratings are not accepted unless applications are 
accompanied by an appropriate instrument PPC form completed by a GCAA approved 
Examiner or a GCAA Inspector.  Instructor ratings will not be added to a licence until the 
applicant has passed the instructor rating written examination and a flight test with a GCAA 
Inspector. 
 
10.8 Upgrade of Licence. 
 
A foreign licence will only be recognized on one occasion for the granting of a UAE licence 
unless the applicant undergoes the UAE exam Refer also to Licensing Policy paragraph 7.10.  
 
10.9 Temporary Authorizations. 
 
A foreign pilot may apply for a temporary authorization to commence Type Rating training if 
that pilot does not already hold a type designation on his foreign license for that specific 
aircraft.  However the applicant must meet the requirements of paragraphs 7.3 (a) – (j) and 
10.1 (a) – (f). 
 

11. MILITARY/POLICE PILOT RECOGNITION 
 
11.1 Conversion Requirements 
 
UAE Military and police pilots, who have attained and satisfied the criteria for Qualified 
Military Pilots (QMP), are eligible to apply for the conversion for the following licences and 
ratings: 

  
(a) A Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL A/H). 

 
(b) An aircraft rating in the category and class of aircraft for which he is qualified. 

 
(c) An instrument rating with the appropriate aircraft rating for which he is qualified; or 

 
(d) A type rating, if appropriate.  



  

CAAP 4(rev.06/11) 
Revised July 2011 31 

 
Eligible QMPs should apply for an assessment of flying experience to the Licensing 
Department, GCAA, PO BOX 30500, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  All applications should be 
accompanied by: 
 

(a) Original military/police flying qualification certificates or equivalent documents. 
 

(b) Flying logbooks. 
 

Note: A rated military pilot, who has been removed from flying status for lack of 
proficiency, or because of disciplinary action involving aircraft operations, is not 
eligible for this conversion.  

 
Military and Police pilots from GCC Countries shall also be eligible to apply for a QMP Course 
in the UAE.  They will be required to provide the following details to the GCAA Licensing 
Department before they can be allowed to join a QMP Course with a GCAA Approved Flying 
Training Organization in the UAE: 

 
(a) A certificate from the GCC State Military Authority/Police Authority and/or the State 

CAA certifying the qualifications of the applicant. Any such letter shall be required to 
be endorsed by the UAE Embassy in the GCC Country. 
 

(b) Certification of the flying experience by the foreign Military/Police Authority 
 

(c) A Certificate from the concerned Military/Police Authority stating their ‘No Objection’ 
in case the applicant is a serving military pilot. 
 

(d) A Certificate from the Military/Police Authority commenting if the applicant was 
removed from the military service on grounds of a disciplinary action. 
 

The above requirements shall have to be endorsed by the U.A.E. Embassy in the GCC Country. 
 
11.2 Criteria for Benefit under the Qualified Military Pilot Program. 
 
A rated military pilot, who has been on active or non-active flying status within the past 12 
months before applying must: 
 

(a) Have successfully completed a course of military ground training and flight training; and 
 

(b) Possess a minimum of 500 total flying hours, of which the flying experience recorded 
during military/police flying training must fulfil the following;  
 

(i) 100 flying hours must be pilot in command hours. 
 

(ii) 20 flying hours must be cross-country under instruction. 
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(iii) 10 flying hours must be instrument under instruction or for Instrument rating, 

40 flying hours of instrument under instruction. 
 

(iv) 5 flying hours at night. 
 

(v) A military/police pilot will only be eligible for an ATPL if he has more than 500 
flight hours on multi-crew transport aircraft. 

 
(vi) A military pilot shall be required to meet the aeronautical experience 

requirements of the licence for which they are applying.  The experience shall 
meet the specific hours required by category (e.g. instrument, night, cross 
country etc.). 

 
Note: In the event of any deficiency or shortage in meeting the above flying experience 

requirements, the applicant is required to gain the additional flying experience at 
any of the GCAA approved flying clubs or schools before attempting the abridged 
course. 

 
(c) Hold a GCAA Class One medical certificate. 

 
11.3 Abridged Course. 

 
All QMPs are required to undergo an abridged course at the GCAA approved flying training 
school. The abridged course consisting of ground and flying training is based on following 
approved GCAA syllabi: 
 

(a) Minimum 200 hours ground training; and 
 
(b) Minimum 30 hours training flights in an aircraft. 

 
(c) GCAA approved MCC course for ATPL applicants. 

 
11.4 CPL/IR Ground Examination And Flight Tests. 
 
QMPs are required to take and pass the following ground and flying examinations. 
 
11.4.1 Ground examination 
 

(a) CPL or ATPL ground examinations as applicable; and 
 

(b) Instrument ground examinations; and 
 

(c) Air Law examination. 
 

(d) English Language Proficiency (ELP) course and qualification 
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11.4.2  Flight test. 

 
(a) UAE proficiency check to the standard of the licence conducted by an approved GCAA 

Flight Examiner or a GCAA Inspector; and 
 

(b) Instrument rating flight test conducted an approved GCAA Flight Examiner or a GCAA 
Inspector. 

 
11.5. Crediting Of Flight Time 
 
The crediting of flight time for QMP when applying for ATPL is as follows; 
 

(a) Entitled to be credited in full with all solo, dual instruction and pilot in command 
flight time towards the total flight time required for ATPL and; 
 

(b) When acting as a co pilot of an aircraft required to be operated with a co-pilot, shall 
be entitled to be credited with not more than 50 per cent of the co-pilot flight time 
towards the total flight time for the ATPL and;  
 

(c) When acting as a co-pilot performing under the supervision of the pilot in command 
shall be entitled to be credited in full with this flight time towards the total flight 
time required for the ATPL. 

 
Note: There is no exemption or partial exemption for QMP on ATPL ground and flight 

tests. A QMP must pass the required knowledge and practical tests on ATPL, or 
obtain a foreign ATPL, prior to the issuance of the licence. 
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12. MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
12.1 Requirements. 
 
The applicant must hold the appropriate Medical Certificate for the type of licence required. 
Pilots, who subsequently are downgraded in assessment (e.g. from Class I to Class II) can only 
exercise the privileges appropriate to the Medical Certificate.  
 
12.2  Medical Assessments. 
 
The following assessments are required; 

 
(a) Class 1  -  ATPL, MPL, CPL 

 
(b) Class 2  -  PPL, Pre-PPL pilots 

 
(c) Class 3  -  ATC 

 
(d) Cabin Crew -  Cabin Crew 

 
 

Note: A valid Class 1, 2 or 3 Medical Assessment shall be accepted by the GCAA in lieu of 
a “Cabin Crew” Medical Assessment. 

 
12.3 Validity.  
 
A medical certificate remains valid until the last day of the month of the validity period. 
 
12.4 Flight Crew Over 40 years of Age. 
 
The policy on the transition from 1 year to 6 monthly medicals, once a flight crew member 
turns 40 years of age, is as follows: 
 

(a) The period of validity for the holder of Airline Transport Pilot Licence and Commercial 
Pilot Licence – Aeroplane and Helicopters – who are engaged in a multi crew 
commercial air transport operation carrying passengers, is twelve (12) months until 
the age of 60, then the period of validity shall be reduced to six (06) months. 

 
(b) The period of validity for the holder of Airline Transport Pilot Licence and Commercial 

Pilot Licence – Aeroplane and Helicopters – who are engaged in a single crew 
commercial air transport operations carrying passengers, is twelve (12) months until 
their 40th birthday, then the period of validity shall be reduced to six (06) months. 
 

(c) The medical expires at midnight of the last day of the month of validity. 
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Note: After the expiry date, the medical certificate does not automatically downgrade to 

a lower class. 
 
12.5 Cabin Crew Over 40 years. 
 
The policy on the transition from 60 month to 24 month medicals, once a cabin crew member 
turns 40 years of age, is as follows; 
 

(a) The medical remains valid for a 24 calendar months after the 40th birthday. 
 
(b) The medical expires at midnight of the last day of the month of validity. 

 

13. APPEAL PROCESS 

 
A licence holder or applicant is entitled to appeal against any decision, action or ruling made 
by the GCAA in respect to a licensing issue.  A licence holder or applicant has all legal rights 
and remedies available to him/her under UAE law to pursue an appeal, which may, or may 
not, result in a re-assessment of the decision, action or ruling.  It is essential that the initial 
appeal from the licence holder or applicant is made in writing to the Head of Licensing & 
Aeromedical at the earliest opportunity.  The appeal should include the specific decision, 
action or ruling involved with copies of any supporting documentation. 
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14. SCHEDULE OF FEES  
 
14.1 Flight Crew members.           UAE Dirhams 
      

(a) Initial Issue         2820 
(b) Reissuance, lost or destroyed      2820 
(c) Licence Renewal         2720 
(d) Temporary validation/authorisation     500 
(e) Additional Ratings 

i. Type        100 
ii. Instructor       100 
iii. Instrument       100 
iv. ELP        100 

(f) Designated Examiner        300 
(g) Examinations         200 

 
14.2 Cabin Crew Members. 
 

(a) Initial Issue         1700 
(b) Licence Renewal         1600 
(c) Reissuance,  Lost or Destroyed      1700 
(d) Type Rating         100 

 
14.3 Crew Member Certificate       200 
 
14.4 Fast Track          200 
 

Note:      The above fees for licence issuance and renewal/re-issuance are based on: 
 

(a) Initial issuance fee        100 
(b) Flight crew yearly fee        300 
(c) Cabin crew yearly fee        200 
(d) Radio Telephony Licence yearly fee (flight crew)   40 


