
Airports 

This entry gives the total number of airports or airfields recognizable from the air. The runway(s) 

may be paved (concrete or asphalt surfaces) or unpaved (grass, earth, sand, or gravel surfaces) 

and may include closed or abandoned installations. Airports or airfields that are no longer 

recognizable (overgrown, no facilities, etc.) are not included. Note that not all airports have 

accommodations for refueling, maintenance, or air traffic control. 

Airports - with paved runways 

This entry gives the total number of airports with paved runways (concrete or asphalt surfaces) 

by length. For airports with more than one runway, only the longest runway is included 

according to the following five groups - (1) over 3,047 m (over 10,000 ft), (2) 2,438 to 3,047 m 

(8,000 to 10,000 ft), (3) 1,524 to 2,437 m (5,000 to 8,000 ft), (4) 914 to 1,523 m (3,000 to 5,000 

ft), and (5) under 914 m (under 3,000 ft). Only airports with usable runways are included in this 

listing. Not all airports have facilities for refueling, maintenance, or air traffic control. The type 

aircraft capable of operating from a runway of a given length is dependent upon a number of 

factors including elevation of the runway, runway gradient, and average maximum daily 

temperature at the airport, engine types, flap settings, and take-off weight of the aircraft. 

Airports - with unpaved runways 

This entry gives the total number of airports with unpaved runways (grass, dirt, sand, or gravel 

surfaces) by length. For airports with more than one runway, only the longest runway is 

included according to the following five groups - (1) over 3,047 m (over 10,000 ft), (2) 2,438 to 

3,047 m (8,000 to 10,000 ft), (3) 1,524 to 2,437 m (5,000 to 8,000 ft), (4) 914 to 1,523 m (3,000 

to 5,000 ft), and (5) under 914 m (under 3,000 ft). Only airports with usable runways are 

included in this listing. Not all airports have facilities for refueling, maintenance, or air traffic 

control. The type aircraft capable of operating from a runway of a given length is dependent 

upon a number of factors including elevation of the runway, runway gradient, and average 

maximum daily temperature at the airport, engine types, flap settings, and take-off weight of 

the aircraft. 

Heliports  

This entry gives the total number of heliports with hard-surface runways, helipads, or landing 

areas that support routine sustained helicopter operations exclusively and have support 

facilities including one or more of the following facilities: lighting, fuel, passenger handling, or 

maintenance. It includes former airports used exclusively for helicopter operations but excludes 

heliports limited to day operations and natural clearings that could support helicopter landings 

and takeoffs. 

 

 



Budget 

This entry includes revenues, expenditures, and capital expenditures. These figures are 

calculated on an exchange rate basis, i.e., not in purchasing power parity (PPP) terms. 

Debt - external  

This entry gives the total public and private debt owed to nonresidents repayable in 

internationally accepted currencies, goods, or services. These figures are calculated on an 

exchange rate basis, i.e., not in purchasing power parity (PPP) terms. 

GDP methodology 

The PPP method involves the use of standardized international dollar price weights, which are 

applied to the quantities of final goods and services produced in a given economy. The data 

derived from the PPP method probably provide the best available starting point for comparisons 

of economic strength and well-being between countries. In contrast, the currency exchange rate 

method involves a variety of international and domestic financial forces that may not capture 

the value of domestic output. Whereas PPP estimates for OECD countries are quite reliable, PPP 

estimates for developing countries are often rough approximations. In developing countries 

with weak currencies, the exchange rate estimate of GDP in dollars is typically one-fourth to 

one-half the PPP estimate. Most of the GDP estimates for developing countries are based on 

extrapolation of PPP numbers published by the UN International Comparison Program (UNICP) 

and by Professors Robert Summers and Alan Heston of the University of Pennsylvania and their 

colleagues.  

GDP (purchasing power parity)  

This entry gives the gross domestic product (GDP) or value of all final goods and services 

produced within a nation in a given year. A nation's GDP at purchasing power parity (PPP) 

exchange rates is the sum value of all goods and services produced in the country valued at 

prices prevailing in the United States. This is the measure most economists prefer when looking 

at per-capita welfare and when comparing living conditions or use of resources across countries. 

The measure is difficult to compute, as a US dollar value has to be assigned to all goods and 

services in the country regardless of whether these goods and services have a direct equivalent 

in the United States (for example, the value of an ox-cart or non-US military equipment); as a 

result, PPP estimates for some countries are based on a small and sometimes different set of 

goods and services. In addition, many countries do not formally participate in the World Bank's 

PPP project that calculates these measures, so the resulting GDP estimates for these countries 

may lack precision.  

GDP - per capita (PPP). 

This entry shows GDP on a purchasing power parity basis divided by population as of 1 July for 

the same year. 



GDP - real growth rate. 

This entry gives GDP growth on an annual basis adjusted for inflation and expressed as a 

percent. 

Imports  

This entry provides the total US dollar amount of merchandise imports on a c.i.f. (cost, 

insurance, and freight) or f.o.b. (free on board) basis. These figures are calculated on an 

exchange rate basis, i.e., not in purchasing power parity (PPP) terms. 

Exports  

This entry provides the total US dollar amount of merchandise exports on an f.o.b. (free on 

board) basis. These figures are calculated on an exchange rate basis, i.e., not in purchasing 

power parity (PPP) terms. 

Military expenditures  

This entry gives spending on defense programs for the most recent year available as a percent of 

gross domestic product (GDP); the GDP is calculated on an exchange rate basis, i.e., not in terms 

of purchasing power parity (PPP). 

 


